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It had been the original intent to present a certain phase of engineering geology as practiced in California, but after poring over
the proceeding of the past symposiums, I found I could add little to what had already been presented. As the title implies, and for
the benefit and information of future symposiums this paper will be broad in its scope.

In Vol. 1, No. 1, of the California Highway Bulletin, 1912, now published as California Highways and Public Works, it states
"There would be an expenditure of $18,000,000 for the construction of 2500 miles of public roads." On the payroll at that time, 1912,
there were 306 employees. Among these was a geologist, Clarence B. Osborne, who served as Materials Engineer for the period
1912 - 1918 and held the title of Chief Geologist. Therefore, California was among the first, if not the first state, to employ a
permanent staff geologist in its highway organization. During this embryonic period the tasks of the geologist were many and varied,
and it is doubtful that applied engineering geology was used to the extent that it is today.

From 1920 to 1937 there is no record that engineering geologists were employed, although there were several mining engineers
under engineering titles.

It was not until 1937 that a Mineral Technologist was hired, primarily for research into the reactive aggregate problem, and also
for the study of aggregates, with minor attention to cut slope design or foundation investigations. During this time some
experimentation was undertaken using the seismic and resistivity methods of exploration.
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